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REVIEWS 


liis own modification, anil the methods of standardizing each factor 
of the test and of quantitatively estimating the antibody content 
of a serum by a titration of the diagnostic dose are described and 
made clear by charts. Kach possible error is now considered and 
the means of discovering and correcting it described. The quanti¬ 
tative changes due to inactivation were experimentally studied and 
a curve of gradually decreasing antibody content plotted out. 

The later chapters condense much literature into tables made 
up of cases from all stages of syphilis, of conditions where syphilis 
is of possible etiological importance, and of controls from practically 
all fields of medicine. The cases are tested with Wassermunn or 
Noguchi reaction or both. Some few studies were made upon the 
effect of treatment with mercury or "fiOG.” In these last cases 
the actual number of syphilitic antibodies were determined before 
and after the injection. In every case a diminution of antibody 
content was demonstrable by titration, but in many cases not 
seen with the diagnostic test. 

The technique of the butyric-acid test, both for blood and spinal 
fluid is included, noting the parallelism to cell count in cases of 
parasyphilitic disease. This has considerable value in psychiatry 
although not specific for syphilis. 

The hook ends with a glossary for all the new terms and a rather 
fidl bibliography. It amply fulfills the idea of Dr. Noguchi for a 
serviceable laboratory book and gives enough clinical data to 
make it interesting also to the internist. 

The book is primarily concerned with Dr. Noguchi’s methods and 
does not give quite as much prominence to the Wasscrmnnn reac¬ 
tion itself which is still, todav, the more popular reaction. 

k. r. c. w. 


The Surgical Clinics oe John II. Murphy, M.D., at Mercy 
Hospital. Chicago. Yol. I, No. l’p. 174; til illustrations. 
Philadelphia and lamdon: W. II. Saunders Companv, June, 
IIII2. 

Tilt: June number of the Muriihy Clinics contains, as have the 
previous issues, clinical lectures on various subjects of modern 
interest. Surgery of the bones and joints, of the nerves, tuber¬ 
culosis of the peritoneum, cystic goitre, hypernephroma, chole¬ 
lithiasis—these are the topics which are discussed at greatest 
length. Of special interest are the numerous skiagraphs showing 
the condition of the bones before and after operation in many 
different cases. The results of arthroplasties of the hip and knee 
are shown, and the extent of function which is regained by the 
patients is demonstrated by photographs, and is sufficient evidence 
of the success of the operative technique. 
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Then tliere is a ease of rupture of the hrachinl plexus which is 
of much interest, though as usual the reader derives more informa¬ 
tion from the reasoning by means of which a correct diagnosis is 
reached than from the details of operative technique which are 
clouded rather than clarified by the stenographic report of Dr. 
Murphy’s remarks during the performance of the operation. 

Several of Dr. Murphy’s clinical lectures are further elucidated 
by comments by specialists who have been called in consultation. 
Thus Dr. Richard J. Tivnen discusses the larvngological aspects 
of goitre; Dr. Rransford Ix:wis speaks on the diagnosis of kidney 
lesions in connection with the case of hypernephroma; and Dr. 
Charles L. Mix makes some remarks concerning “typhoid spine,” 
though the diagnosis in the present instance does not seem very 
positive. Dr. Mix also discusses the symptoms presented by the 
patient who was operated on after a diagnosis of Extradural 
Hemorrhage from Trauma; this patient had been injured twelve 
years previously, and the operation was undertaken to relieve 
progressive mental deterioration, with spastic hemiplegia. The 
treatment consisted in excision of the dura which overlay the 
diseased Uolaudic region of the cerebrum, and replacement of the 
osteoplastic flap. Incidentally, Dr. Murphy recommends ligation 
of the external carotid as the best treatment for rupture of the 


middle meningeal artery. 

The “ Five Diagnostic Methods of John B. Murphy,” winch are 
inserted at the end of this number of the Clinics, are reprinted 
from an article published in 1910 by Dr. Guy G. Dowdall, and 
therefore arc the “exception which proves the rule” laid down so 
often by the publishers in their italicized advertisements that 
“everthiug is new, never having appeared in print before.” 


Nephritis. An Experimental and Critical Study of Its 
Nature, Cause, and the Prixitpi.es of Its Relief. By 
Dr. Martin II. Fischer, Kichberg Professor of Physiology in 
the University of Cincinnati. The 1911 Cartwright Prize Essay 
of the Association of the Alumni of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, Medical Department of Columbia I 'diversity, Ncv, 
York. Pp. 203; 30 illustrations. New York: John Wiley & 
Sons, 1912. 

A review of this hook must take into consideration, the fact 
that there is here advocated an iconoclastic theory quite at vari¬ 
ance with our preconceived notions and almost opposite to the 
therapy of today. Lacking data by which to judge it, ho\\e\er 
probable or improbable its tenets may appear, finality of opinion 
should be reserved. 



